THE SECOND PARTITION
coercion. The stolen provinces were excluded from
representation, and the elections were conducted by
Russian staff officers, whose instructions were to " drive
out all those not favourable to the matter in hand, and
only admit compliant persons." Bribery was again
employed, and to a considerable extent. No candidate
was sanctioned who had been a member of the Warsaw
Diet which had framed the Constitution of 1791. In
brief, every conceivable precaution was taken, every
possible means employed, to bribe or bully the Assembly
into signing away one-half of the country.
The Diet of Grodno met on June 17, 1793, and the
envoys of Russia and Prussia, who were in attendance,
promptly presented notes, couched in each case in
identical language, asking the Diet to appoint a com-
mittee to arrange treaties with Russia and Prussia ceding
the stolen provinces. In return the two Powers were to
give the old guarantee of integrity, and to undertake to
maintain the old Constitution, with the " advantages"
of the Liberum veto and elective monarchy restored.
The deputies, however, while they were inclined to
compliance with the demands of Catherine, were inspired
with nothing but contempt and aversion for those of
Prussia. To Russia, therefore, they addressed an appeal
for magnanimity and justice. To Prussia they replied
with a curt demand for the withdrawal of her troops from
the violated provinces.
This response was hardly to the liking of Sievers, who
proceeded to apply measures of coercion. He arrested
seven deputies who had displayed too much independence
of Russia, and confiscated the property of a number of
other " malcontents," as he succinctly described them.
Even now King Stanislaw might have redeemed his
tarnished reputation by some demonstration of courage,
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